NHS

Screening Programmes

Fetal Anomaly

Recommended criteria for measurement of fetal crown rump
length (CRL) as part of combined screening for Trisomy 21 within
the NHS in England

Criteria for CRL

CRL range in mm

Image magnification

Fetal position

Fetal attitude

Three measurements

Linear CRL measurement

Calliper placement

Detail

42-80mm (preferred)’
42-84mm (acceptable)

The magnification of the fetus is made as large
as possible before the image is frozen, to clearly
demonstrate the entire crown rump length

A midline sagittal section of the whole fetus
should be obtained, ideally with the fetus
horizontal on the screen so that the line
between crown or rump is at 90° to the ultra-
sound beam

Neutral position with fluid visible between fetal
chin and chest. Neither hyper-extended nor
flexed

The best of three measurements should be
taken?. Record/archive the image that meets all
the criteria

Linear callipers should be used to measure the
maximum un-flexed length, in which the end
points of crown and rump are clearly defined

Intersection of callipers (+) placed on the outer
margin of skin borders of the fetal crown and
rump
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